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Town  of  Didsbury 

(Revised  August  1959) 


1.  LOCATION 

Parts  of  Sections  13-32-2-W5  and  18  and  19-31-1-W5  in  Census  Divi- 
sion No.  6.  This  location  is  47  miles  north  of  Calgary  on  the  Calgary- 
Edmonton  branch  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  It  is  two  miles  west 
of  No.  2 Highway. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

3,412  feet  Latitude— 51 /40N  Longitude— 1 1 4/9W 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer — 56°F 
Average  winter — -26 °F 
Average  annual — 38°F 

Note:  Taken  from  the  nearest  weather  bureau. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall — 11.65  inches 
Average  annual  snowfall — 50.00  inches 
Average  annual  total  precipitation — 16.65  inches 
Note:  Taken  from  the  nearest  weather  station. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  underlying  rocks  in  the  Didsbury  district  are  shales  and  sandstone 
which  were  deposited  by  streams  in  lakes  and  deltas.  They  were  thus 
fresh-water  in  origin,  and  are  several  hundred  feet  thick  in  that  area. 
The  rocks  are  grouped  together  by  geologists  who  call  them  the  Pas- 
kapoo  formation,  and  who  give  them  an  early  Tertiary  Age,  which 
began  some  fifty  million  years  ago.  Since  these  rocks  were  deposited, 
the  North  American  continent  has  been  uplifted,  and  consequently, 
the  rocks  have  eroded  and  only  a fraction  of  their  original  thickness 
remains. 

6.  SOIL 

Didsbury  lies  in  a Black  Soil  Zone  which  is  described  as  follows: 

Profile— The  normal  soil  profile  has  a black  to  very  dark  brown  sur- 
face that  averages  about  12  to  14  inches  in  depth.  Immediately  be- 
neath this  black  soil  is  a more  compact  horizon  which  is  brown  to  dark 
brown.  The  lime  layer  is  usually  found  at  30  to  40  inches  below  the 
surface. 
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Fertility — Soils  in  this  zone  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  province.  They 
have  in  the  top  12  inches,  about  three  to  four  times  as  much  nitrogen 
and  organic  matter  as  the  average  brown  or  gray  wooded  soil. 

Vegetation — Grassland  which  has  been  partially  invaded  by  woodlands 
(mainly  deciduous  trees),  often  referred  to  as  parkland. 

Land  Use — A high  percentage  of  the  land  is  arable.  It  is  used  for 
mixed  farming  and  the  production  of  cereals. 


7.  HISTORY 

Didsbury,  Alberta,  takes  its  name  from  the  town  of  Didsbury  in  Man- 
chester, England,  although  its  first  settlers  were  mostly  of  Dutch 
descent.  The  settlers  were  the  descendants  of  the  Dutch  Mennonites 
who  came  to  North  America  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  U.S.A.  In 
1807  a number  of  their  descendants  left  their  homes  in  Dutch  Penn- 
sylvania to  find  a spot  where  they  could  have  "freedom  of  conscience 
and  freedom  of  worship".  As  United  Empire  Loyalists,  they  emigrated 
to  Waterloo  County  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada. 

In  1893  Jacob  Y.  Shantz  was  requested  by  the  Prime  Minister  of 
Canada,  Sir  John  A.  MacDonald,  to  select  a site  in  western  Canada 
for  the  settlement  of  some  of  the  Mennonite  groups.  Mr.  Shantz, 
with  two  companions,  left  Waterloo  County  and  trekked  west,  arriving 
in  the  Didsbury  area  in  the  same  year,  and  decided  on  this  location 
for  his  new  settlement.  Mr.  Shantz  commenced  construction  of  an 
immigration  hall  to  shelter  the  immigrants  on  arrival.  He  also  dug  a 
well  and  built  a barn.  In  payment  for  this  work,  Mr.  Shantz  received 
a quarter  section  of  land  from  the  government. 

In  1894  Shantz  returned  to  Waterloo  County  where  he  selected  33  or 
34  hardy  young  people  to  become  the  first  settlers  of  Didsbury.  Each 
settler  was  allowed  a section  of  land  at  a price  of  $10.00.  Veterans 
of  the  Boer  War  of  1899  - 1901  received  Homesteads  free. 

Settlers  in  the  Didsbury  district  were  served  by  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  line,  which  was  completed  between  Calgary  and  Strathcona 
(now  Edmonton)  in  1893.  The  train  made  a round  trip  twice  weekly. 
It  consisted  of  freight  cars  and  a passenger  coach.  The  return  fare  be- 
tween Didsbury  and  Calgary  was  five  dollars. 

The  pioneers  of  Didsbury  were  such  hard-working  men  as  Reverend 
Dettwilder,  Jerry  Shantz,  William  Huttingsburger  and  his  sons,  Andrew 
Weber  and  his  three  sons  and  daughter,  E.  Shantz,  A.  Whitmore, 
O.  Frank,  George  Fisher,  Tom  Vance  and  John  Birton. 

Rev.  Dettwilder  conducted  church  services  in  the  Immigration  Hall, 
which  also  served  as  post  office,  with  Rev.  Dettwilder  in  the  capacity 
of  post  master.  The  minister  also  worked  his  own  homestead.  School 
was  held  in  the  Immigration  Hall,  by  E.  Weber,  who  had  ten  pupils 
between  the  ages  of  six  and  ten.  He  was  paid  for  his  services  at  the 
rate  of  ten  cents  per  pupil  per  day.  This  fee  caused  considerable  strain 
on  the  finances  of  many  men  with  large  families.  One  of  these  was 
O.  Frank,  a stonecutter,  who  had  three  children  attending  school.  Mr. 
Weber  never  did  get  his  30  cents  a day  for  instructing  the  Frank  chil- 
dren, but  he  received  a finely-cut  grindstone  from  the  hard-pressed 
father. 
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The  Royal  Northwest  Mounted  Police  detachment,  stationed  at  Olds, 
since  1890,  were  familiar  with  conditions  in  the  new  country  and  gave 
police  protection  and  advice  to  the  settlers  of  Didsbury. 

Rev.  Dettwilder  switched  his  church  services  from  the  Immigration 
Hall  to  a new  log  church  in  1896.  In  1898,  Mr.  J.  Robinson  opened 
the  first  store  in  Didsbury.  In  1899  a new  school  was  built  on  Rosebud 
Hill,  about  a mile  from  the  present  townsite,  and  the  first  school  teacher 
was  Miss  Rankin. 

Didsbury  did  not  have  medicai  services  until  1902,  when  Dr.  Brodie 
arrived.  By  1903,  the  Immigration  Hall  had  lost  the  last  of  its  public 
tenants  with  the  removal  of  the  post  office  to  its  newly  built  quarters. 
1903  was  also  the  year  that  Didsbury  distinguished  itself  in  the  sports 
field.  They  entered  a soccer  team  in  a league  which  extended  from 
Calgary  to  Red  Deer.  The  Didsbury  team  finished  the  season  as  proud 
holders  of  the  championship  cup. 

In  1904  the  C.P.R.  station  was  built,  and  in  1907  Mr.  A.  Weber  built 
a flour  mill.  The  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1910  but  was  rebuilt 
the  same  year.  About  this  time  the  district  farmers  were  experiment- 
ing with  early  wheat.  They  finally  decided  that  Garnet  wheat  was  the 
best  variety  for  the  district  but  the  housewives  complained  that  the 
flour  from  this  wheat  was  yellow  in  color  instead  of  white.  Mr.  Weber 
discovered  that  by  using  only  the  centre  part  of  the  grain  he  could 
satisfy  the  housewives'  wish  for  white  flour.  He  stored  the  unused 
portion  of  the  grain  until  the  mill  was  stocked  to  overflowing.  The 
idea  of  using  up  this  portion  of  the  grain  was  a challenge  to  Mr.  Weber, 
and  he  and  his  wife  began  experiments  with  a variety  of  recipes.  The 
results  were  a new  pancake  flour,  short-cake  flour  and  bran  muffin 
flour  which  were  marketed  under  the  trade  name  of  "Rosebud'’. 

In  1948  Mr.  Weber  and  his  daughter  attended  the  Canadian  Interna- 
tional Trade  Fair  in  Toronto  where  at  their  booth,  samples  of  their 
products  and  42,000  hot  pancakes  were  distributed  to  visitors.  Mr. 
Weber  was  swamped  with  orders  for  his  products  and  returned  to  Dids- 
bury to  install  new  electrical  wiring  and  prepare  the  plant  to  fill  the 
orders.  During  this  work,  the  flour  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire  for  the 
second  time,  and  for  financial  reasons  was  not  rebuilt.  Mr.  Weber 
sold  the  recipes  to  another  company  and  they  can  still  be  purchased 
under  the  trade  name  "Rosebud". 

Didsbury  became  a village  in  1905  and  was  incorporated  as  a town 
September  27,  1906,  with  George  Sexsmith  as  the  first  mayor.  The 
first  town  council  was  made  up  of  W.  G.  Leismer,  D.  S.  Shantz,  A. 
Weber  and  J.  B.  Burst. 

The  first  legislative  member  for  the  Didsbury  district  was  Cornie 
Hiebert. 

Didsbury  was  serviced  by  electricity  in  1912  with  the  construction  of 
an  electric  steam  plant  which  used  coal  to  generate  power.  In  1952 
the  Calgary  Power  Company  took  over  the  franchise  for  the  town. 
Water  and  sewers  were  installed  in  1951. 


8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Didsbury  is  situated  in  a valley  of  the  foothills.  Rising  majestically  on 
the  horizon  beynd  the  cultivated  fields,  are  the  Canadian  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, 60  miles  to  the  west. 
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The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  line  between  Edmonton  and  Calgary 
runs  through  Didsbury  and  Alberta's  main  highway,  Number  2,  is  two 
miles  east  of  the  town. 

Didsbury's  climate  is  bracing  with  hot  summer  days  followed  by  cool 
nights.  Didsbury  is  in  the  "chinook"  belt  and  in  winter  is  frequently 
swept  by  the  warm  winds  which  often  raise  temperatures  from  40  to 
50  degrees  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  hours. 

Both  winter  and  summer  sports  are  encouraged  in  this  Alberta  town. 
Excellent  facilities  are  provided  and  include  a covered  Memorial  Arena, 
which  accommodates  1,500  people  for  skating  and  hockey  and  three 
sheets  of  ice  for  curling.  For  the  golfer,  there  is  a nine-hole  course 
with  sand  greens,  and  a well-located  baseball  diamond  serves  the  many 
baseball  fans  of  the  district. 

Seven  churches  serve  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  community;  one  bank 
and  a Provincial  Treasury  Branch  provide  financial  facilities.  Travel- 
lers are  accommodated  at  Didsbury's  one  hotel. 

Health  services  are  provided  in  a 40  bed  modern  hospital.  There  are 
four  practicing  physicians,  one  dentist,  two  resident  health  nurses  and 
a drug  store. 

Educaticnal  standards  are  excellent,  with  modern  schools  that  offer 
instruction  from  grades  1 to  12.  Home  Economics,  Shop  classes  and 
Commercial  studies  are  also  available. 

Didsbury  has  a central  water  and  sewerage  system,  and  three  phase 
60  cycle  electric  power  is  supplied  by  the  Calgary  Power  Company. 
Natural  gas  is  the  chief  fuel  used.  Ample  supplies  of  such  liquid  fuels 
as  gasoline,  propane  and  diesel  fuel  are  available. 


9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  of  Didsbury  is  governed  by  a mayor,  elected  for  a two  year 
term,  and  six  councillors,  two  of  which  are  elected  each  year  for  a 
three  year  term.  The  town's  affairs  are  administered  by  a secretary- 
treasurer  in  accordance  with  the  policies  of  the  council. 


A Typical  Residential  Area 
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10.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 


There  is  one  local  constable  and  a resident  police  magistrate. 

Building  Regulations 

Although  there  is  no  definite  building  code  in  Didsbury,  all  plans  for 
new  buildings,  major  alterations  or  the  removal  of  buildings,  must  be 
approved  by  the  council  before  work  commences. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Electrical  Protec- 
tion Act.  Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  provincial  health 
regulations. 


11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  23  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment 

1947  Dodge  three  ton  fire  truck  with  a Midship  mounted  500  GPM 
pump  and  1,000  gallons  water  tank;  750  feet  2]/2  inch  hose;  700  feet 
1 V2  inch  hose;  20  feet  AV2  inch  suction  hose;  18  foot  extension  lad- 
der; 16  foot  roof  ladder;  1 wye  2]/2x2]4;  1 - 20  pound  CO2  extin- 
guisher; 50,000  gallon  water  reservoir. 

There  are  17  fire  hydrants  conveniently  located  throughout  the  town. 


12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 

1958  Net  Assessment 


Land,  100%  of  value  $ 151,375 

Improvements,  100%  of  fair  value  1,227,065 

Business  50,325 

Power  35,800 

Other  Assessment  10,000 


$1,474,565 


Mill  Rate 

Municipal  School  Hospital  Total 

16.75  30  6.25  53 


13.  AREAS 

Town  area — 902.25  acres 
Streets  and  lanes — 105.10  acres 
Parks  and  playgrounds — 33.67  acres 


Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes 

Bituminous  Gravel 
Streets  and  roads  .25  14.54 

Lanes  and  alleys  — 


There  are  five  miles  of  concrete  sidewalk 


Improved 
Earth  Total 

.50  15.29 

3.00  3.00 


18.29  mi. 
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14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers,  nil;  sanitary  sewers,  4.1  miles;  water  mains,  4.3  miles. 


15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  under  a franchise  by  Calgary 
Power  Ltd. 


Domestic  Rates 

Minimum  monthly  charge  for  1st  20  KWH,  $2.60  gross. 

Discount  30c,  making  $2.30  net. 

All  over  20  KWH  used  per  month,  1.5c  per  KWH. 

Discount — as  shown  applies  on  any  bill  paid  within  10  days  of  date 
rendered. 

Connection  Charge,  $1.00. 

Reconnection  Charge — twice  the  net  minimum  charge. 


Commercial  Rates 

Available  for  lighting  and  general  service  in  commercial  establishments. 
Service  Charge — First  Vi  KW  of  connected  load — 30c  per  month. 

Each  additional  Va  KW  of  connected  load — 10c  per  month. 

Energy  Charge — First  50  KWH  or  less  used  per  month — 10c  per  KW. 

Next  150  KWH  used  per  month — 5c  per  K.W. 

Excess  KWH  used  per  month — 2!/4C  per  KW. 
Minimum  Charge — $1.80  gross,  $1.50  net  minimum. 

Discount — 10%,  10  days,  based  on  even  dollars  of  total  monthly  bill 
with  a minimum  discount  of  30c  per  month. 

Consumer's  Deposit — twice  the  gross  monthly  minimum  charge. 
Reconnection  Charge — twice  the  net  monthly  minimum  charge. 


Power  Rates 

Available  for  motors  and  commercial  heating  apparatus  used  in  com- 
mercial establishments. 

Service  Charge — per  KVA  of  installation  (monthly  charge) — $1.00 

(One  motor  horsepower  or  one  kilowatt  in  heating  appa- 
ratus considered  equal  to  one  kilovolt  ampere — KVA). 
Energy  Charge — First  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation — 5c 
per  KWH. 

Next  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation — 
3 1 /3c  per  KWH. 

All  over  100  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation — 1 2/3c  per 
KWH. 

Discount — 10%,  10  days,  based  on  the  dollars  of  total  bill  with  a mini- 
mum discount  of  30c  per  month. 

Minimum  Charge — $3.30  gross,  $3.00  net;  or  the  amount  of  the 
service  charge,  whichever  is  greater. 

Consumer's  Deposit — $2.00  per  KVA  of  installation  and  not  less  than 
$6.00  or,  at  the  company's  option,  twice  the 
estimated  bill. 

Reconnection  Charge — $6.00. 
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16.  WATER 


Water  is  obtained  from  two  8 inch  wells,  500  feet  deep.  Each  well  has 
an  8,500  gallon  per  day  centrifugal  pump.  Water  is  pumped  from 
these  two  wells  into  a 50,000  gallon  concrete  reservoir. 


Rates 

Minimum  for  2,500  gallons — $3.00  per  month 
2,500  to  7,000  gallons — $1.00  per  month  extra 
7,000  gallons  and  over — 50c  per  1,000  gallons 


Water  Analysis  Parts  Per  Million 

Total  solids  794 

Ignition  loss  28 

Hardness  15 

Sulphates  70 

Chlorides  24 

Alkalinity  565 

Nature  of  Alkalinity — Carbonate  of  soda,  trace  of  lime. 

Nitrites  — - 

Nitrates  — 

I ron  1 

Remarks:  This  is  a soft  water,  hardness  only  one  grain  per  gallon, 
contains  40.8  grains  of  carbonate  of  soda  per  gallon. 


It 


17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  to  the  town  under  a franchise  by  Canadian 
Western  Natural  Gas  Co.  Ltd. 

General  Rate 

Available  to  all  customers. 

First  2 MCF  or  less  used  per  month — $2.50 

All  additional  MCF  used  per  month — 50c  per  MCF 

Minimum  Monthly  Charge — $2.50 

General  Conditions — When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  due 
date,  the  charge  per  MCF  other  than  the  first  two  MCF,  shall  be 
increased  by  four  cents  and  the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall 
apply. 

Optional  Rate  No.  2 

This  schedule  is  available  to  all  customers  using  in  excess  of  3,350 
MCF  per  year. 

Fixed  Charge — $35.00  per  month 
plus 

Commodity  Charge — 38c  per  MCF. 

Minimum  Monthly  Charge — $35.00 
General  Conditions — 

(1)  This  schedule  is  available  only  on  annual  contract  which  shall 
continue  from  year  to  year  thereafter  until  either  party  shall 
give  to  the  other  party,  at  least  30  days  prior  to  the  expira- 
tion of  any  such  year,  a written  notice  of  desire  to  terminate 
same,  whereupon  at  the  expiration  of  such  year,  it  shall  cease 
and  determine. 
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(2)  When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the 
charge  per  MCF  shall  be  increased  by  three  cents  and  the 
gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

Optional  Rate  No.  3 

This  schedule  is  available  to  all  customers  using  in  excess  of  106,000 

MCF  per  year. 

Fixed  Charge — $300.00  per  month 
plus 

Commodity  Charge — 35c  per  MCF 

Minimum  Monthly  Charge — $300.00 

General  Conditions — This  schedule  is  available  only  on  annual  contract 
which  shall  continue  from  year  to  year  thereafter  until  either  party 
shall  give  to  the  other  party,  at  least  thirty  days  prior  to  the  expira- 
tion of  any  such  year,  a written  notice  of  desire  to  terminate  same 
whereupon  at  the  expiration  of  such  year,  it  shall  cease  and 
determine. 


18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value,  2521  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°F. 

100  lb.  cylinders — $6.50 
Bulk — 18c  per  gallon 
Storage  capacity — 1,000  gallons. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value,  135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°F. 
Winter  grade — 18.4c  per  gallon 
Summer  grade — 16.9c  per  gallon 
Storage  capacity— 27,000  gallons. 


20.  COAL 

Coal  is  obtained  from  the  Drumheller  fields,  80  miles  southeast  of 
Didsbury. 

Calorific  value— 9870  b.t.u.  per  pound  at  60°F. 


Prices  per  Ton 

Lump,  $16.00;  Egg,  $15.00;  Slack,  $14.00. 


21.  RESOURCES 

Wheat,  Coarse  Grain,  Grass  Seed,  Hay,  Poultry  and  Eggs,  Horses, 
Cattle,  Sheep  and  Hogs,  Dairy  Products,  Sand  and  Gravel,  Gas. 


22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal 

Post  Office 
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Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones  Office 

Provincial  Treasury  Branch 

Olds  School  Division  No.  36  Headquarters 

Two  Public  Health  Nurses 

District  Agriculturist 

Resident  Police  Magistrate 

Municipal 

Didsbury  Municipal  Hospital  (District  No.  33) 

Municipal  District  of  Mountain  View  No.  49 
Town  Hall  Housing — Secretary-Treasurer 
Police  Court 
Police  Department 
Public  Works  Superintendent 
Fire  Hall  with  one  truck 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Didsbury  Municipal  Hospital  District  No.  33  has  a capacity  of  40 
beds  and  10  bassinettes.  The  staff  consists  of  a matron,  6 graduate 
nurses,  5 nursing  aides  and  ward  aides. 

Rates 

Canadian  Residents — $1.60  per  day. 

Non-residents — $11.50  per  day. 

Other  Facilities 

4 doctors 
1 dentist 
1 drug  store 

1 optometrist  (calls  monthly) 

The  Mountain  View  Public  Health  Unit  maintains  an  office  in  the 
town.  The  office  is  staffed  by  two  nurses,  nurse  technician  and  a sani- 
tary inspector. 


A Fine  Hospital  Serves  The  District 
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24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(Excluding  Health  Services) 


Accountants  1 

Lawyers  1 

Beauty  Parlors  2 

Barber  Shops  2 

Watch  Repairs  1 


25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway — Four  trains  daily  each  way,  carrying  passen- 
gers and  express  between  Calgary  and  Edmonton. 

Greyhound  Bus  Line — Six  buses  daily  each  way,  between  Calgary  and 
Edmonton. 

Numerous  trucking  services  pass  through  Didsbury  going  north  and 
south. 

There  is  one  taxi  stand  with  one  cab. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Didsbury  Pioneer  (weekly) 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Canadian  Pacific  Telegraphs 
Post  Office 

Nearest  Radio  Stations — 47  miles,  at  Calgary — CFCN,  CFAC,  CKXL 
Nearest  TV  Station — 47  miles,  at  Calgary— CHCT 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Royal  Bank  of  Canada 
Provincial  Treasury  Branch 


29.  HOTELS 


No.  of  Rooms  Single  Rates  Beer  License 
Rosebud  Hotel  45  $2.00  & up  Yes 

Four  rooms  with  bath,  16  rooms  with  water,  25  without. 


30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

1 trailer  court 
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31.  CHURCHES 


Anglican,  Roman  Catholic,  United,  Zion  Evangelical,  United  Missionary, 
Lutheran. 


32.  FRATERNAL  ORGANIZATIONS 

Masons,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 


33.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Board  of  Trade,  Canadian  Legion,  Ladies'  Auxiliary  to  the  Canadian 
Legion,  I.O.D.E.,  Lions,  Women's  Institute,  Women's  Sports  Club, 
Kiwanis. 

34.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Red  Cross  Society,  Fish  and  Game  Association,  Cattle  Breeders  Associa- 
tion, Memorial  Recreation  Society,  Curling  Association,  Home  and 
School  Association. 


One  of  the  Town's  Many  Churches 


35.  EDUCATION 


The  town  schools  are  part  of  the  Olds  School  Division  No.  31.  Grades 
1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects:  com- 
plete Commercial  course.  Drama,  Art,  Home  Economics  and  Shop 
classes.  The  workshop  repairs  all  desks  and  furniture  required  in  the 
division.  The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Grades 

Teachers 

Pupils 

Elementary  Grades  

1 - 6 

10 

318 

Junior  High  Grades 

7 - 9 

5 

143 

High  Grades 

10  - 12 

4 

111 

The  Mountain  View  Bible  College 

Was  established  in  1927  by  the  Mennonites.  The  curriculum  at  this 
school  includes  Bible,  theology,  speech,  English,  history,  philosophy, 
psychology  and  music. 

A four-year  course  entitles  a student  to  a Bachelor  of  Sacred  Literature 
Degree.  A five-year  course  is  required  for  a Bachelor  of  Theology 
Degree. 

The  school  has  an  outstanding  choir  of  30  voices.  This  choir  travels 
through  the  states  of  Idaho,  Washington,  the  Province  of  British  Col- 
umbia and  parts  of  Alberta  every  year,  giving  concerts. 

There  are  six  members  of  the  Mountain  View  Bible  College  staff,  five 
of  which  are  faculty  members.  The  enrolment  includes  35  students 
and  20  special  music  students.  The  school  can  accommodate  60 
pupils:  Tuition  per  semester  for  two  semesters  is  $50.00;  board  and 
room  is  $30.00  per  month  and  miscellaneous  expenses  cost  about 
$24.00  a year,  bringing  the  total  expenses  for  a student  to  $334.00  for 
the  year  (seven  months). 


A Portion  of  the  Bible  College  Campus 
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36.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Didsbury  Theatre  

250 

yes 

no 

Church  basement  

100 

no 

yes 

Lions'  Hall  

150 

yes 

yes 

Memorial  Centre  

800 

yes 

yes 

37.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Didsbury  Community  Library  is  sponsored  by  the  town/  Provincial 
Government  grant  and  membership  fees.  The  library  is  located  in  the 
town  hall  and  is  open  every  Saturday  evening  from  7 to  9 p.m.  There 
are  1,217  volumes  in  the  library. 

An  art  club,  musical  festival  association  and  school  activities  lend  to 
the  cultural  advantages  of  the  community.  Piano  teachers  are  also 
available  in  the  town. 


38.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys — Cubs,  Scouts,  Calf  Club,  Trail  Rangers,  Young  Explorers. 
Girls — C.G.I.T.,  Calf  Club. 


39.  SPORTS 

Golf,  Baseball,  senior  and  junior,  Basketball,  Curling,  Hockey,  Softball, 
Square  Dancing. 

Facilities — Nine  hole  golf  course  with  sand  greens. 

Large  covered  arena  with  hockey  rink  and  three  sheets 
artificial  ice  for  curling.  The  hockey  arena  will  hold  1,500 
patrons. 

Baseball  diamond. 

Fair  Grounds. 


40.  FAIRS 

Annual  Calf  Show  and  Sales. 


41.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Nil. 


42.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool 
U.G.G. 
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43.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 


Type  of  Industry  No.  of  Estab-  Producer  or 

or  Business  lishments  Manufacturer  Wholesale  Reta 

Auto  Body  Repairs  1 

Accountant  1 

Bakeries  1111 

Banks  2 

Barbers  2 

Battery  Shop  1 1 

Beauty  Parlors  2 

Blacksmith  1 1 1 

Books  & Stationery  (See  drugstore) 

Butchers  2 2 

Cartage  Delivery  1 

Clothing  (Men's)  2 2 

Clothing  (Women's)  1 1 

Coal  Dealers  3 3 

Cold  Storage  Locker  1 1 

Confectionery  1 1 

Creameries  1111 

Dentists  1 

Doctors  M.D 4 

Drugs  1 1 

Electrical  Appliances  1 1 

Electrical  Contractor  1 

Feed  Mill  1 1 1 

Funeral  Parlors  1 

Garage  & Service  Stations  ....  7 7 

General  Stores  2 2 

Grain  Elevators  4 Total  capacity  455,000  bushels 

Groceries  4 4 

Hardware  2 2 

Hatchery  1 1 1 

Hotels  1 

Implements  (Farm)  2 2 

Jewellers  3 3 

Laundry,  Dry  Cleaners  Calling 

Law  Office  1 

Livestock  Buyer  1 

Lumber  Yards  2 2 

Machine  Shops  2 2 2 

Oil  Distributor  4 4 

Optometrist  1 calling 

Painters  and  Decorators  1 

Photographers  1 1 ] 

Printers  1 1 1 1 

Propane  Gas  (dealer)  1 ] 

Poultry  Producer 1 1 
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iype  of  Industry 

No.  of  Estab- 

Producer  or 

or  Business 

lishments 

Manufacturer 

Wholesale 

Retail 

Plumbers  

1 

Pool  Rooms  

1 

Radio  Repairs  

1 

Real  Estate  & Insurance  . 

1 

Restaurants  

4 

Shoe  Repairs  

1 

Theatres  

1 

Trailer  Court  

1 

Variety  Store  

1 

1 

44.  SITES 

The  town  owns  good  residential  and  industrial  sites  adjacent  to  trackage 
and  highway.  These  sites  can  be  served  with  utilities  and  are  offered 
for  sale  at  reasonable  prices. 


45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  town  of  Didsbury  serves  an  agricultural  area  devoted  largely  to 
mixed  farming.  In  1950  the  sources  of  farm  income  were  as  follows: 
grain  40  percent,  cattle  34  percent,  hogs  13.5  percent,  dairying  6.5 
percent,  and  other  6 percent.  Since  1950,  however,  further  progress 
has  been  made  towards  the  development  of  the  livestock  industry. 
According  to  the  1956  census,  the  average  size  of  farms  in  the  dis- 
trict was  417  acres  of  which  73  percent  were  owned  by  the  operators. 
The  area  in  acres  of  crop  grown  were  as  follows:  wheat  20,  oats  40, 
barley  70,  tame  hay  30,  and  seeded  pasture  25  acres  per  farm.  These 


A Creamery  Serves  District  Farmers 
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statistics  on  land  use  and  the  fact  that  there  were  an  average  of  42 
head  of  cattle,  17  pigs  and  127  domestic  fowl  per  farm  in  1956,  indi- 
cates the  switch  to  mixed  farming.  Farms  in  the  Didsbury  area  are 
highly  mechanized.  There  are  1.2  tractors,  0.8  trucks  and  0.4  grain 
combines  per  farm.  More  than  70  percent  of  the  farms  are  electrified. 


46.  TRADING  AREA 

North,  3 miles;  West,  30  miles;  South,  3 miles;  East  20  miles. 


47.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1956  census — 2,815. 
Town  population,  1956  census — 1,227. 

Town  population.  May  1958 — 1,250  estimate. 
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